
 

 

Principal’s Corner 
 
I am happy to report that we have had an excellent opening of 
the high school, with a positive vibe continuing through the first 
quarter. I can’t believe that the first quarter is over and that 
Thanksgiving is upon us. You should be receiving your child’s 
report card shortly.  
 
As you know, we have added over a dozen new, elective 
courses this year that have been successful thus far. If your 
child has a study hall and would like to take an elective class 
instead, please contact your child’s counselor. There may still 
be an opportunity to add an elective. 
 
In addition to all of our elective offerings, the math department 
is implementing the Flipped Classroom model to all of the 
regents level math courses. They are Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II. The teachers are putting forth a tremendous amount 
of effort to create learning experiences that are valuable and 
worthwhile to your child. In a nutshell, this research-based 
model takes the traditional method of teaching a lesson in 
class and assigning homework and “flips” it. Now, the students 
watch a video at home to preview new concepts, take some 
notes, and practice a few of the basic problems. Class time is 
then spent on briefly reviewing the material watched at home 
and spending the bulk of the class time applying the concepts 
with the teacher’s guidance. This gives the teachers the 
opportunity to work directly on the problems that students 
typically struggle with at home. Teachers are able to correct 
mistakes and eliminate misconceptions much quicker, giving 
the students more confidence to master the concepts. I am 
very excited that the math teachers were eager to implement 
this model and they have my full support. Please know that all 
of the teachers are being very flexible when any technical 
issues arise. I very much appreciate your support and your 
children will continue to benefit. 
 
Finally, kindly continue to check the school’s website on a 
regular basis for upcoming events and happenings. Winter 
sports have just started and our holiday concert will be here 
before we know it. Enjoy the rest of the newsletter and, as 
always, do not hesitate to contact me with any issues or 
concerns. Happy Thangsgiving!!! 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Cook 
Principal 

 

 

YEARBOOK 
 
Get your Yearbook orders in as soon as possible in 
order to get this month’s special- four FREE icons on the 
cover of your book!  The price of the book is $55 only 
until December 18!!!  After that prices go up!  Order 
forms are available on the high school webpage, at 
attendance, and at guidance! 
 
Attention Seniors:  senior portrait, baby picture, and 
quote are due by November 21!  If you had your photo 
taken at school by Lifetouch you only need to select your 
yearbook pose on their website no hard copy of the 
photo is needed! 
 
Replayit:  do you have photos that you want in the 
yearbook??  Simply upload them to www.replayit.com 
with the password rondout1 and we'll try to get them all 
in! 
 
Parent Ads:  are you interested in placing an ad for your 
graduate?  Now is your chance to surprise your senior 
with acknowledgement of all the things you're proud of 
(you can sneak in those cute baby pictures too!). Space 
is available- ads range from $40-$200.  Check out the 
ads section on the high school webpage or grab an 
order form from guidance! 
 

MUSIC NEWS 
 

 
 
The music department is proud to announce that many 
of our student have been accepted into All State and  
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Area All State music honor's ensembles.  All State Band, 
Cree Vitti; All State Chorus, Robert Melikyan; All State 
Women’s Chorus Sarah Swift.   
 
Area all state participants are Jessica Palmeri, 
Rebecca Foertsch, Cree Vitti, Olivia Ruzzi, Tyler 
Gilbert, Lizzy Keukjian, Page Beckerman, Alex 
LaSalvia, Lauren Zielke, Ali Stevens, Robert 
Melikyan, Michael Walsh, Sarah Swift and Savion-
Hastings Ward. 
 
Our annual trip to Lincoln Center to see Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's The King and I staring Tony award 
winner Kelli O'Hara was a fabulous introduction to 
Lincoln Center for our Freshmen, and for our Seniors it 
completes our rotation of the performance spaces at 
Lincoln center with the Ballet, Opera, Orchestra, and 
Musical.  Thank you to the Boosters for helping to 
organize and fundraise for the trip. 
 
Music Department discount cards are on sale from all 
Chorus and Band members, as well as the high school 
main office.  If you would like one they are a great deal 
at only $10 with many discounts throughout our 
community and beyond.  They also make wonderful 
gifts. 
 
The Renaissance is under way with both chorus and 
band.  Take a walk by our rehearsal rooms during 5

th
 

and 6th period and we will reveal sounds from the 17th 
century.  Save the date:  December 17th for our Winter 
Concert, which will begin at 7:00 pm in the high school 
auditorium. 
  

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL NEWS! 
 

We are happy to announce that the high school musical 
this year will be Once Upon a Mattress.  The parent 
meeting will take place on Monday, December 7

th
 at 7:00 

pm in the high school auditorium.  We will be explaining 
what is expected for auditions, other responsibilities 
besides acting, such as stage crew, tech crew and pit 
orchestra.  All students who would like to be involved 
should plan on attending with their parent.  Auditions will 
be held on Friday, December 18

th
 with call backs if 

necessary on Monday, December 21
st
.   The cast list will 

be posted December 23
rd

 and students will take a script 
home to begin learning their lines.   
  

FRENCH AND SPANISH IV TRIP 
 

On November 12
th
 the French IV and Spanish IV and V 

students had the opportunity to take a trip to The Clark 
Institute and The Massachusetts Museum of 
Contemporary Art in the Berkshires in Massachusetts. 
   
The Clark serves as a museum and research center and 
is affiliated with Williams College.  The Clark’s mission is 
"to advance and extend the public understanding of art, 
 
making this a very special place for adults, children, 
educators, and scholars. The goal of all of our programs 

is to help people realize that engaging with art can 
enhance their lives."   
  
MASS MoCA is a museum in a converted factory 
building complex, it is one of the largest centers for 
contemporary visual art and performing arts in the 
United States.  
 
Upon arrival at the museum, students weresplit into 
separate language groups.  At The Clark Institute, 
students were given a tour by a docent in the language 
they are studying.  At MASS MoCA, students took a tour 
of contemporary art by living artists.  
 
Each class prepared for their perspective trip. The 
French students had been learning the vocabulary 
needed for describing a portrait and how to analyze a 
painting when they look at it.  They had been discussing 
ideas of beauty throughout history as well as today 
around the world.  Students made portraits of each other 
and wrote descriptions in French.  They also learned 
more in depth about French Impressionism and 
Surrealism in art and poetry.  
 
The Spanish students studied how to look at a painting 
and verbalize what they saw and experience with a 
focus on Spanish and Latin American art. Upon their 
return from the trip, students led a discussion of a 
selected work from the museum. 
 
 

 ART AND LITERATURE FIELD TRIP 
 

On the 20
th
 of October, students in Ms. Sturm’s 12

th
 

grade The Art/Literature Connection class took a field 
trip to Olana State Historic Site and The Thomas Cole 
National Historic Site.  Students had been reading 
American Romantic School authors such as William 
Cullen Bryant, Walt Whitman, James Fenimore Cooper, 
Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Emily 
Dickinson, and others. They had also been reading and 
writing about the connections between the Romantic 
ideals and ideas of these writers and their influence on 
the development of a uniquely American voice and 
vision in the arts, as well as in politics and history. By 
visiting the homes and seeing the actual vistas that were 
painted by American artists Thomas Cole (founder of the 
“Hudson River School”) and his pupil Frederic Church, 
and viewing the original paintings contained therein of 
these two world-famous painters, students  gained a 
better understanding of both the time and place in which 
these artists worked. In addition, in the current exhibit 
“River Crossings,” the works of many contemporary 
artists are interspersed in both sites, so students were 
better able to understand how the conversations 
continue today between writers and artists of different 
generations. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SAT PREP CLASS 

Why pay for an after school SAT prep class when your 
child can take one during the school day for free?  The 
new SAT is coming this spring!  High school students 
can prepare for it by taking the spring semester SAT 
prep class during Period 4 or 9.  Your child should see 
his or her guidance counselor to enroll in the class. This 
course has produced an average improvement of 190 
points. 

RESERVOIR CLEAN UP 
 

With the help of parents who carpooled, our Community 
Service Club President, Cora Kircher; Vice-president, 
Olivia Ruzzo and Secretary Cyarra Tate we were able 
to motivate 21 high schoolers to come out on a cold 
Sunday morning to help in the community.  We teamed 
up with the NYC DEP to collect garbage at the Ashokan 
Reservoir as participants in the International Beach 
Clean-up sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy.  This is 
our third year participating in this event and Rondout 
Valley had the most student participants of any school 
and has been doing it for the longest.  
 

 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

       
      Wednesday, November 25

th
 – SCHOOL CLOSED 

      Thursday, December 10
th

 – Barnes & Noble Music 
      Fundraiser, Kingston, 4:00 pm 
      Friday, December 11

th
 – College Applications Due 

      Wednesday, December 16
th

 – HS Band/Chorus  
      Concert, 7:00 pm (Snow date 12/17) 
      Thursday, December 24

th
 – Friday, January 1

st
 – 

      SCHOOL CLOSED 
      Friday, January 8

th
 – Alumni Day! 

      Monday, January 18
th

 – SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPORTS NEWS! 

 
Congratulations to all of our fall athletes for working hard 
on and off the field/court/pool/etc.  Academically our 
student-athletes were top-notch in the classroom 
working hard on their studies.  Our State and League 
scholar athlete information should be released sometime 
in December so please keep an eye out for that.  This is 
for athletes who attained a 90% average or above as an 
individual or as a team.  Kudos to all of our coaches for 
dedicating their time in and out of season working with 
our incredible student-athletes, families and community 
members to strengthen what we do here as “Ganders”.  
We really had some incredible performances this year 
and we would like to highlight a few.  I would like to 
recognize Varsity Girls Soccer for an excellent season, 
unfortunately they did not qualify for playoffs but had a 
good season and look to get ready for next year.  We 
were very proud for both our Boys Varsity Soccer Team 
and our Football team for qualifying for Sectionals 
(Playoffs).  I would also like to recognize Sydney Jolly 
who was our lone Girls Swimmer this year.  She trained 
with Kingston High School Swimmers and competed on 
the same dates and times as the Kingston team and had 
a very good season.  Our Boy’s Golf team had an 
incredible year which starts with an undefeated regular 
season and a berth into the MHAL Team Championship 
and a 2

nd
 place Team Finish to Spackenkill.  We also 

had 6 of our golfers qualify for the 48 golfer field MHAL 
Individual Championship/Section 9 Qualifier.  During this 
event, we had 4 of our golfers place in the top that 
qualified them for Sectionals /State Qualifiers in the 
Spring.  Stay tuned to the results of the 4 athletes in the 
spring and we wish them luck in trying to make it to 
States!  Varsity Volleyball had a great season and was 
able to beat three teams in a row and win their first 
sectional championship since 1999!  What impressed 
me the most about this team was to see them do an 
“honor call” in the Section 9 final and tell the officials that 
a point that was award to Rondout should really go to 
the other team.  I am proud of our team and coaching 
staff for putting good sportsmanship and fair play above 
everything else, so a huge Kudos to Volleyball!  Boys 
and Girls Cross Country had amazing seasons with the 
Boys finishing 8

th
 at MHAL and the Girl’s team finishing 

3
rd

 with both girls and boys receiving medals.  At 
Sectionals, our Boys team finished in 5

th
 place in Class 

C with one of our boys Caleb Heuvel-Horwitz finishing 
12

th
 and qualifying for States as an individual.  In 

dramatic fashion and for the first time as a team the Girls 
Cross Country team won sectionals by only 4 points.  
They qualified for States and ran on November 14

th
 at 

Monroe-Woodbury.  Last but not least, our Varsity Field 
Hockey team had an undefeated regular season and 
won their division.  They also qualified for MHAL 
Championship and won both games to win their second 
consecutive MHAL Championship.  They then moved on 
to Section 9 Championship and were able to win their 5

th
 

straight section 9 title.  Their amazing run ended in a 1-0 
loss to Vestal in Regionals but congratulations to field 
hockey on an amazing season.  So yes, we had an 



incredible eventful fall and we are extremely proud of all 
of our student-athletes.  We just started our winter sports 
and we look to have another great season.  We invite 
you to come and support our teams and cheer on our 
wonderful and hardworking student-athletes.  Students 
come out and support your classmates and 
parents/community members come out and support all 
of our athletes. 
 

DO YOU KNOW? 
 
The Rondout Valley Business Association formed an 
Education Committee in 2014 with the goal of forming a 
connection between our business members, the larger 
Rondout Valley community, and our local Rondout 
Valley High School. By utilizing the local talent within our 
community to create a more enriched experience for our 
students the Business Association believes they can 
help to better prepare our youth for life beyond high 
school. 
 
It is the “It takes a village to raise a child” principle. 

 

The Committee collaborates with the District 
Superintendent, High School Principal and school 
personnel to organize a number of programs in which 
local business professionals take part in.   
The following list of programs are available to all High 
School students in the 2015-2016 school year.   
 
Parents - please encouragement your student(s) to 

participant. 
 
Internship/shadowing opportunities 
High School students need the opportunity to explore the 
professional world so that they can begin to see where 
their educational path could lead and what skills they 
need to work on.  The RVBA Education Committee is 
building a list of local professionals who are willing to 
host a student(s) for a few hours while they work. 
 
A list of participating local business professionals who 
are willing to host a student for a few hours at work will 
be in the library and guidance office by mid-December.   
 
Mock Interviews 
This is an opportunity to practice interviewing skills with 
local business leaders including feedback. 
 
February 3, 2016 during all three lunch periods.  
 Sign up in the Library after the New Year. 
 
The Leadership Institute Course 
An elective ¼ credit program consisting of workshops to 
identify personality strengths, styles of leadership,  
career paths, leadership skills and more.  A large range 
of guest speakers conduct each workshop and 
discussion; sharing their own experiences and insights. 
 
March 7 thru May 2, 2016 – Monday afternoons from 
4:15-6:15 in the District Office.  Sign  up in the Guidance 
Office or Principals Office after the New Year. 

 
 


